Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection in the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. A review of 14 patients.
The clinical findings in 13 drug abusers and one homosexual man with tuberculosis and the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) from New York City are described. Tuberculosis preceded the diagnosis of AIDS in nine of the 14 patients by a mean of 7 months and occurred within the same month in the remaining five. The presence of thrush, generalised lymphadenopathy, lymphopenia, cutaneous anergy and chest radiographs showing hilar adenopathy and/or lower lobe infiltrates was common among the patients in whom tuberculosis preceded AIDS. Eight of our patients had extra-pulmonary tuberculosis, six had disseminated tuberculosis and five had tuberculous lymphadenitis. Cultures of tissue biopsies may be positive for Mycobacterium tuberculosis despite the absence of acid fast bacilli or granulomas on microscopic examination. Tuberculosis generally responded to chemotherapy, but the majority of patients died from opportunist infections.